Flatbush impact nationwide

KAGRO convention focuses
on Korean/black relations

By Sophia Kyung Kim anc
Kay Hwangbo

Korea Times

The black-led Flatbush boycott
of two Korean stores is adversely
affecting almost every struggling
Korean mom-and-pop store in the
United States.

Working 14-hour days in the
inner cities’ battle zones, these
urban warriors acknowledge ex-
periencing clashes with custom-
ers—similar to the ones that trig-
gered the New York boycotts. They
say no one is immune.

Said Ki Pung Chun, president
of the Philadelphia Grocery As-
sociation: “There is more tension

In New York, the black boy-
cotters’ strength is dwindling, as-
serts a grocers” association leader.
The same leader bristled at the
suggestion that the association
could have done more to prevent

the boycotts. A

In Philadelphia and Wash-
ington D.C., Korean and black
community leaders serve on police
advisory councils that work to pro-
mote racial harmony.

In Atlanta, the “fragmented”
Korean community has “many self-
proclaimed leaders.” But they are
afraid to talk about the issue, so
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The backdrop of the Korean-
black tension in Brooklyn provided
a sense of urgency as the second
annual meecting of the National
Korean American Grocers Asso-
ciation (KAGRO) convened over
breakfast Oct. 4 at the Rotex Plaza
Hotel in Los Angeles Koreatown.

About 50 people were present.

Some of the findings:

African Ameri-
can community, concerned about
the hoodlums hanging out at a
Korean grocery store, which al-
lowed the store to remain open.
Leaders from grocers” associa-
tions across the nation, as well as
Canada, conducted a four-hour
dialogue on how to prevent tensions
from escalating into boycotts like

P> See KAGRO, Page 14

State Sen. David Roberti aide Mel llomin (left) presents legisla-
tive commendation to Yang-ll Kim, president, Korean American
Grocers Association of Southern California.

Joon Nam Lee, Atlanta Kyoung Kiel, Washmgton D.C.
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the ones in New York

The boycott in the Flatbush
community of New York was
precipiated afier a verbal and
physscalencoumer Jan. |8 between
Red Apple employees and a Hai-
ban customer, who saad she was
avanited after being accused of
theft. The owner said she became
belligeremt after she was asked 1o
pay the full amount for her  pur-
chases

At the KAGRO. mecting. a
handiul of invited local Afrcan
Amencan leaders was given an
opportunity 1o share their views.
Ihey repeesented such organiza-
1ons as the National Association
lor the Advancement of Colored
People. the Southern Christian
Leadenship Conference and the
YMCA

Asian representatives from the
Los Angeles City and County
Human Relations Commissions,
the Asian Pacific Amencan Dis
puse Resolution Center andthe U S
Department of Justice also partici
pated,

Five Korean delegates from
dulferent comers of the nation gave
these views on their communities”
cfforts 10 help defuse a potential
explosion of racial hatred,

New York

The boycott in Brooklyn is
headed for defeat, predicied Myong
Yong Juch, executive vice presi-
dent of the New York Association
of Korean Grocers.

“They are tired,” Juch said, “It"s
not community people. The com-
munity people want to end i.”

The association has actively
supported the Red Apple and
Church Fruits stores. It donated
$6,400 10 help keep their stores
open and participated in the Sept.
I8 rally at City Hall, where pro-
tesers calied wpon Mayor David
Dinkins 10 take strong action
against the boycolt

Although no one atthe KAGRO
mecting openly ¢nticized the
pencral population of New York
for failing 10 foster communica:
tions that might have prevented
the boycott, some commented that
they thought New Yorkers could
have cared more

“You can see why LA isnot a
New York," sasd Stephen Thom
“You have people here who care,
who commenicate.”

Thom works in the community
relations office of the U.S. Justice
Department.

Juch said that Mis organization
had attemptod 10 communacate with
the black community before the
baycott, and that a boycott could
happen anywhere, despite the best
efforts of soctal and business or-
fANZABONS.

Washington D.C.
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A feeling of hope at KAGRO dinner

By Stephen W, Yum
Kored Times

LOS ANGELES<-As the son of a Korean mer-
chant who had been involved in a grocery store and a
produce market, | was curious about what KAGRO
was exactly going 1o do. The minute | entered, there
was an unmistakable mood in the alr, The boycotts in
New York had cagt a foreboding shadow on all the
Korean grocers i Los Angeles as well as those in
other cities around the nation where there are sig-
nificant number of Korcans.

Was there tensson in the Los Angeles area between
the black community and the Koreans? And what was
KAGRO of Southern California going 10 do in the
wake of the Flatbush conflict? Considering the fact
that the Los Angeles arca houses the largest popula-
tion of Korcans in America, what had ignited into a
senes of protests from New York might either ex-
plode imo a crisis or simply end here.

Therefore, a great responsibility rested on
KAGRO's shoulders 10 set an example 1o Korcan
grocens around the nation.

But, unlike New York, the mood in LA, was
different, especially that evening, There was hope and
Nexibility toward the ideals of peaceful coexistence,
and the desire 10 understand the diversity of our

Yang [1 Kim, the president of the Soutbern Califor-
nia chapter of KAGRO, and his staff bad dooe a
tremendous job in setting the tone for the evening, and
in defining the objectives of KAGRO nationwide
dumg the mecting carlier that day.

In a candid interview after the party, Kim assured
me that the Korean grocers in Los Angeles did not
have any serious problems with the black comenunity.
“The Korcans, as well as the whole Asian population,
have a lotof political power here,” he said. “The black
community and the Koreans have mutual respect; we
know that we can leam a lot from each other.”

All the black businessmen | talked to that evening
echoed this desire for a better relationship. Glen
Gaither of Bacardi Imports, one of the sponsors of the
evening, put it best: “There is misunderstanding.
Though the gap is getting smaller, we noed 1o close it
And something like this KAGRO meeting is doing a
lot 10 accelerate that process.™

In that way, the night was for both
KAGRO and the community. Everything from Bill

fellow minority groups.

mosphere is much calmer, said
Kyoung K. Kiel, gencral secretary
of the Korcan American Food
Dealer Association of the Greater

are victimized by crime of con-
fronted by unruly customers, they
call the police before anyone ¢lse,
said Kiel,

Korean American merchants’
close ties with
politiclans and
the police, in
particular, have
played a sig-
nificant role in
alleviating ra-
cial conflict,
according to
Kiel. The polce
department
SPONsOrs sev-

“They say donate to
the black community.
Give. Give. It's too
much.”

Ki Pung Chun
Philadelphia Grocery
Association president.

co-drugs campaign and govemn-
ment cutbacks have taken an eco-
nomic toll on the stores. Custom-
ers who receive weifare have less
money 10 spend; even drug push-
ers are feeling the financial pinch,
he said.

Phitadelphia
Earlier this year, the son of a
Korean deli owner in the City of
Brotherly Love
killed a black
customer who
allegedly pulled
a gun and
threatened to
kil him,
The
neighborhood
bocame lense as.
a handful of
outside agita-

cral community
relations programs that affect Ko-
reans. It will distnbute Korean-
language crime-prevention bro-
chures later this month, with help
from Korean community groups.

In Jume, the association held a
seminas on race relations, con-
ducted by Brenda  lfrons, bead
of the Center for Dispute Settle-
ment. It also surveyed $00 Korean
merchants about their business
practices and published the results
in its newsletier.

Television and radio spots have
been utilized to educate merchants
on the importance of good customes
relations. A delegation also re-
cently visited the two boycotted
Flatbush merchants to offer moral
support

As for the Flabush incident,
Kicl said, “We have to change our
attitude, We have to understand

Several years ago, the ‘s
capital was a hotbed of racial ten-
won for Korean storeowners, who
were being killed. Now, the at-

black ¢ 5.

Kiel said Korean businesses are
not doing too well, The Bush
Administration”s aggressive war-
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tors immedi-
ately organized a piciet. But after
3 few days, the demonstratons were
“driven out” by local residents and
black leaders who condemned their

customers caught stealing were
cjected. But now, “We say, ‘Don’t
touch. Don"t do that.” Everybody
Just calls the cops,” be said,

As do the D.C. merchants, the
Philadelphia Koreans maintain
close ties with the city's police.
Both Koreans and African
Americans serve on commanity
relations boards, said Chun, who
sits on the 22nd district board.

There has been scattered at-
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“We're trying 1o educate our
members as to how bad the situa-
tion is mationally—to prepare,”
Kim said.

“We don't have that moch of a
problem right now,” between
blacks and Koreans in Washington
state, said Kim. He observed that

discriminating against Nxb.1

saying that Koreans learned to dis-
trust some blacks from experience.

Atlanta
This Southern city— the spin-
tual homeland of the black civil
rights movement—s cclebrating.
Their city will host the 1996
Otympics. But Korean merchants
inthis ecconomically booming town
are fecling edgy these days, said
Joon Nam Lee, executive secrewary
of the National Korean American

Grocers Association.
They are hoping what happened
in Flatbush wouldn't happen in
Atlanta, he said. But rather than

many merchants
are doing what is good for busi-
10 local black
churches, organizations,” he
out,

As for joint black-Korean ven-
tures, Lee was pessimistic. “In my
mind, Koreans will never be part-
ners. Koreans cannot be partoers
with Koreans. How can they be
partners with someone clse?”

Lee expressed “surprise™ over
the presence of several LA city
and county government represen-

-tatives officials at the breakfast

meeting. “They are showing such
strong interest,” he said. “We doa't
have anything like that in Atlanta ™
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